
IN RECOGNITION AND SOLIDARITY WITH OUR BROTHERS AND 

SISTERS OF AFRICAN DESCENT,  MATERIALS HAVE BEEN PREPARED 

FOR THE BUILDING UP OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD BY 

CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY MONTH.  
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Description:  

During Black History Month, Americans celebrate  the contributions that African-Americans 

have made to our society,  especial ly  in recognition that this aspect of our shared heritage 

has often been ignored. A new video,  presented by the Mission and Culture Department of 

The Salvation Army—USA Eastern Territory ,  highl ights the journey of Salvationists of Af-

rican Descent who have made signif icant contributions to the Army even while enduring 

various kinds of injust ice .  For  the f irst t ime,  this  story is  expressed through the experienc-

es of members of the Salvationists of  African Descent Committee—one of the three off ic ial  

bodies that provide advice and accountabi l ity to the territory on issues of race and inclu-

sion. We hope that every corps ,  ARC center ,  and other Army unit wi l l  provide space and 

time for their  constituents to view and discuss this video . It  is  both chal lenging and en-

couraging,  and we trust that God wil l  use it  in our  communit ies to answer our earnest 

prayer—“Thy kingdom come,… on earth as  it  is  in heaven” (Matthew 6:10) .  

Viewing Suggestions:  

The video and discussion guide are intended to be used in a group setting where people  

can have honest ,  good-faith dialogue . Please schedule adequate time for viewing the video 

(approx . 24 mins.)  and faci l itating discussion (approx.  45 mins .) .  Ideal  settings include af-

ter a  Sunday potluck d inner  or during a weekday evening group meeting . 

Other recommendations: 

• I f  a large group gathers to view the

video,  hold the discussion in c lusters  of

4-8 people,  so everyone can be heard.

• Be sure to test the sound qual i ty and

volume beforehand. View and discuss in a

comfortable setting . Demonstrate hospi-

tal ity with enjoyable foods.

Salvationists of African Descent 

Video
Video Link : 

https://youtu.be/ApY5wkO4Leo

https://youtu.be/ApY5wkO4Leo
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Group Discussion Questions 

• What did you learn or what may have surprised you from watching this video?

• In what ways did the video help you to appreciate the experience of the Salva-

tionists of African Descent?

• In what ways has our corps/center experienced some of the issues presented in

the video? What is our corps/center history regarding these issues?

• What can our corps/center do to gain a better understanding of our communi-

ty,  i t ’s diversity,  and the concerns and concerns of the varied cultural groups

that exist in our community?

• What can our corps do to combat racism and promote greater justice and un-

derstanding?

During the discussion, observe these ‘ground rules’  

• Maintain the confidence of anything that is said.

• Respect people who differ in opinion.

• Listen well  to one another.

• Participate ful ly.

Video Discussion Guide 

Salvationists of African Descent Video 

Video Link: 

https://youtu.be/ApY5wkO4Leo 

https://youtu.be/ApY5wkO4Leo
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Call  to Worship: Hold Fast to Dreams by Langston Hughes  

“Hold  fast  to dreams.  For  i f  dreams die ,  l i fe  is  a  broken-winged bi rd that cannot  f l y .  

Hold fast  to  dreams.  For  i f  dreams go,  l i fe  i s  a  barren  f ie ld  covered wi th  snow. 

F irst  in  the  heart  is  the  dream.  Then  the  mind starts  seeking  away. 

Then the  hands seek other  hands to  he lp ;  a  community of  hands  to bui ld . 

Thus the  dream becomes not one  man's  dream a lone ; 

Not  my dream alone ,  but our  dream,  be longing to a l l  the  hands who bui ld . ”   

 

Additional Resource on Black History Month  

https ://www.history . com/topics/black-history/black-history-month  

 

Worship Planning Notes 

•  Recommended Songs:  “Lord  You Are Good”  ( Israe l  Houghton |  2001 Integr i ty ’s  Praise !  Mus ic) ,  

“We Are United in Jesus Chr ist”  (Brooklyn Tabernacle  Choir) ,  “All  Hai l  the Power of  Jesus’  

Name”  (SASB  73) ,  “I  Then Shall  L ive”  (SASB 850) ,  “ I  Be lieve That  God the Fat her”  (SASB 34) ,  

“Lift  Up the Army Banner”  (SASB 993) ,  “Let  Us Break Bread Together”  

•  Thematic  reading:  Psalm 148 or Psalm 8 (Ca l l  to  Worsh ip) ,  Matthew 25:31–46 (Gos pe l  Re adin g) .  

 

Responsive Prayer 
Leader:  We are troubled on every side,  yet not distressed;  Persecuted,  but not forsaken; 

Cast down, but not destroyed. 

People:  African American history tel ls  the story of a people  whose faith in God, hope in 

the future ,  and love for one another sustained them through every generation. 

Leader:  As You gave them strength to f ight,  give us  power to  break the chains of mass in-

carceration, poverty ,  v iolence, and the sins that so  easi ly beset. 

People:  As we gather for worship,  we remember the sacrif ices and faith of these coura-

geous men and women. 

All :  Guide our feet,  focus our minds,  and sustain our hearts as we strive to serve this pre-

sent age in unity  and brotherhood.  Amen. 

Worship and Program Content 
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African American History of Faith  

In  Music :  “The Negro Spir itua l :  A Br ief  History”  (Reading attached)  

In  The Church :  “  History of  Afr ican American  Christ iani ty :  Afr ican Methodist  Episcopal  Z ion  

Church (AME Zion)”  (Reading attached)  

In  the Salv at ion Army:  Sa lvat ionists  of  Afr ican Descent Video  

 

THE NEGRO SPIRITUAL: A Brief History 

Excerpt  f rom “The  Gospe l  Truth about  the  Negro  Spi r i tua l ”  by  R andye  Jones  

Negro  s p i r i tua ls  a re  s ongs  created  by  the  Afr i cans  who  were  capture d  an d bro ught  to  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  to  

be  so ld  in to  s l ave ry .  This  s to len  race  was  de pr ive d o f  the i r  lan guages ,  fam i l ies ,  an d cu l tures ;  ye t ,  the i r  

masters  co uld  no t  take  away  the i r  m us i c .  
 

Over  the  years ,  these  s l av es  an d the i r  des cen dan ts  adopte d C hr is t i an i ty ,  the  re l ig ion  of  the i r  m asters .    

They  re -s hape d i t  into  a  deeply  pe rsona l  way  of  de a l ing with  the  oppress ion  of  the i r  ens lavemen t .  The i r  

songs ,  whi ch were  to  be co me known  as  s p i r i tua ls ,  re f le cte d the  s l aves ’  n eed  to  express  the i r  new  fa i th : 
 

My peo p le  to ld  s tor ies ,  f rom Genes is  to  Rev e la t ion ,  w ith  Go d’s  fa i thfu l  as  the  main  characte rs .  They  kne w 

about  Adam an d Eve  in  the  Garden ,  abo ut  M oses  and the  Re d Sea .  They  san g of  the  He brew chi ld ren  and 

Joshua  at  the  bat t le  of  Je r icho .  They  co uld  te l l  yo u about  Mary ,  J esus ,  Go d ,  and the  Dev i l .  I f  yo u s too d 

aro und  lon g eno ugh ,  yo u ’ d  he ar  a  son g abo ut  the  b l i nd m an see in g ,  God  t ro ub l ing  the  water ,  Ezek ie l  see ing 

a whee l ,  Jes us  be in g c ruc i f ie d an d  ra ised  f rom the  dead .  I f  s laves  cou ldn ’ t  read the  B ib le ,  they  wou ld  me m-

or ize  B ib l i ca l  s tor ies  they  heard  an d trans la te  them i nto  son gs . 1  
 

The son gs  were  a lso  use d  to  com mun icate  wi th  on e  anothe r  w itho ut  the  kn owledge  o f  the i r  mas ters .  Th i s  

was  part i cu l ar ly  the  case  when  a  s lave  was  p lann ing  to  escape  bon dage  and  to  seek  f ree dom  v ia  the  Under-

gro un d Ra i l road .  
 

Spi r i tua ls  were  c reate d e xtem poraneo us ly  and  we re  passe d ora l ly  f ro m person  to  pers on .  These  fo lksongs  

were  im prov ised  as  su i te d the  s in gers .  The re  i s  re co rd o f  appro x im ate ly  6 ,000  sp i r i tua ls  or  sor row  son gs ;  

ho wever ,  the  o ra l  t rad i t io n  of  the  s laves ’  an cestors—and  the  prohib i t ion  aga inst  s lav es  le arn in g to  read o r  

wr i te—me ant  that  the  actua l  numbe r  o f  s ongs  is  un known .  Som e o f  the  best  k nown s pi r i tua ls  in c lude :  

“Som et imes  I  Fee l  L ike  a  Mother l ess  C hi ld , ”  “No bo dy  Kno ws  The  Tro uble  I ’ ve  Seen” ,  “Stea l  Away , ”  “Swin g 

Low ,  Swee t  C har iot , ”  “Go Down ,  Moses , ”  “He ’s  Go t  the  W hole  W or ld  in  H is  H and, ”  “E very  T im e I  Fee l  the  

Spi r i t , ”  “Le t  Us  Break  B re ad  To ge ther  on  O ur  Knees , ”  and  “W ade  in  the  W ater . ”  

 

1  V e lm a  Ma ia  T hom as .  N o  M an  C an  Hin der  Me :  T h e  Jo urn ey  f rom  S l av ery  to  Em an c ip a t ion  t hro ug h  S on g  (N ew  Yor k :  

Cro w n  P u b l i sh ers ,  20 01) ,  14 .   

Worship and Program Content 
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History of African American Christianity:  African Methodist Episcopal Zion 

Church (AME Zion)  
 

The or igins of  th is  church can be  traced to the  John Street  Methodist  Church of  New York C i ty .  

Fol lowing acts  of  overt  discr iminat ion  in  New York (such as b lack par ish ioners be ing  forced to 

leave  worship) ,  many black  Chr ist ians  lef t  to form the ir  own churches .  The f i rs t  church founded by 

the  AME Zion  Church  was bui l t  in  1800 and was  named Zion ;  one of  the  founders was Wil l iam 

Hamil ton ,  a  prominent  orator  and abol i t ionist .  These ear ly  black  churches st i l l  be longed to the  

Methodist  Episcopal  Church denominat ion ,  a l though  the  congregat ions were  independent .  Dur ing 

the  Great Awakening,  the  Methodists  and Baptis ts  had welcomed f ree  blacks and s laves  to the ir  

congregat ions  and as  preachers .  

 

The f ledgl ing Zion church grew,  and soon mult ip le  churches deve loped f rom the or ig inal  congrega-

t ion .  These churches  were  attended by  black congregants ,  but ministered to  by  whi te  ordained 

Methodist  min isters .  In  1820,  s ix  of  the  churches met to  ordain  James Var ick as  an e lder ,  and in  

1821 he was made the  f i rst  General  Super intendent of  the  AME Zion Church .  A debate  raged in  

the  whi te-dominated Methodist  church over  accepting black ministers .  This  debate  ended on July 

30,  1822,  when James  Var ick was ordained as the  f i rst  b ishop of  the  AME Z ion  church ,  a  newly 

independent  denominat ion .  The total  membersh ip in  1866 was about  42,000.[1]  Two years  later ,  i t  

c la imed between 164,000 –  200,000 members ,  as  i t  sent miss ionar ies  to  the  South  af ter  the  

American C ivi l  War to p lant new churches  with  the  newly emancipated freedmen.[2]  The A .M.E .  

Zion Church had been part  of  the  Abol it ionist  movement  and became known as  the  Freedom 

Church ,  because i t  was assoc iated with  the  per iod a fter  emancipat ion of  the  s laves . 

By the  beginn ing of  the  20th  Century  the  A .M.E .  Zion Church a lso chal lenged the  standard proto-

cols  of  both white  and b lack denominat ions at  the  t ime .  For  example ,  they were  one of  the f i rst  

denominat ions to ordain  women as ministers .  They a lso promoted women,  putt ing them in pos i -

t ions of  author i ty  wi th in  the  Church .  [3]  

 

1 .  T he  An n ua l  Cy c l o pe d i a :  1 8 66 , "  ( 186 7) ,  p .  49 2 

2 .  T he  An n ua l  Cy c l o pe d i a :  1 8 68 , "  ( 186 9) ,  p .  48 1 

3 .  S gam be l lu r i ,  S .  (20 18 ,  J u l y  16 )  Af r i c an  Me tho d i s t  Ep i s co pa l  Z io n  ( AM EZ)  C hur ch  (1 821-  ) .  Ret r i e ve d  f rom  ht tp s : / /

w w w . b lack pa st . o r g/ af r i c an-a m er i c an -h i s tory/ af r i c an -m e t hod is t -e p i sco pa l - z ion - am ez - chu rch -1 821/  

Worship and Program Content 



Sermon Outline 

Title: How God Forms a Christian Community 

Scripture: Galatians 3:23-4:7 

Introduction  

•  The Evan ge l i ca l  church has  ten ded  to  em phas ize  an  indiv idua l ’ s  pers onal  re l at ionsh ip  wi th Jes us ,  but  

l eaders  l ike  M art in  Luther  Kin g ,  J r .  re min d us  o f  the  broader  im pl icat ions  o f  the  gos pe l .  

•  Al l  Chr is t i ans  have  a  res pons ib i l i ty ,  n ot  on ly  to  res pond to  God’s  ca l l  upon  the i r  own heart ,  but  a lso  to  

respon d  to  God’s  hear t  for  the  wor ld .  

•  Paul ’ s  he ar t  an d m ind  about  God’s  pe op le  chan ge d radi ca l ly  (Gal  6 :15 – 16) .  Th is  message  e xamines  how 

God forms  a  Chr is t ian  com muni ty  in  three  d imens ion s — Ind iv idua l ly ,  So c i a l ly ,  and Glo ba l ly .  

Point 1—He Restores a Vision of Creation 

AN CHOR  V ERS E—“SO  IN  C HRIS T  JES US  YOU  ARE  A LL  CH ILD REN  OF  GO D  T HRO U GH  F A IT H”  (G A L  3 : 26 ,  N IV ) .  

•  The cre at ion  l i turgy  that  opens  Genes is  (1 :1 –2 :4)  i s  ent i re ly  ce le bratory .  I t  r e f le cts  a  pe ace  an d com -

ple teness  that  God ,  the  Creator ,  des igne d into  the  m ater ia l  un iverse .  

•  When bib l i ca l  p rophets  refer  to  God’s  u l t imate  hopes ,  they  of ten  en v is ion  c reat ion  res tored —Ne w Cre -

at i on  (see  Is a iah 11 :1–16 ;  25 1–12 ;  Rev  7 :9– 17;  21 :1– 8;  cf .  2  C or  5 :17) .  

•  Hum anity  i s  cent ra l  to  th i s  v is ion .  Genes is  1 :26 –28 uses  both  fami l iar  re l i g ious  lan guage  an d fam i ly  

resemblan ce  lan guage  to  s ay  that  we  were  c reate d in  the  image of  God to  be  God’s  own  chi ld ren .  

•  The t rage dy  is  that  s in  se parates  us  f rom God an d othe rs .  I t  un de rmines  an d degrades  the  bonds  be -

tween  God an d humans .  O ne de f in i t i on  o f  s in  i s  anythin g that  preven ts  in terpe rsonal  comm union .  

•  Mart in  Luther  Kin g ,  J r :  Se gre gat ion  was  “an  e x is ten t ia l  e xpress ion  o f  m an ’s  t ragi c  separat ion ,  an  e x-

press ion  o f  h is  awful  es trangem ent ,  h is  terr ib le  s in fu lness”  (Let ter  f rom B irmingham J a i l ;  Aug  1 ,  

1963) .  

•  Paul  lea rned  that ,  in  Chr is t ,  God was  re con ci l ing  the  whole  wor ld  to  h imse l f  (2  Cor  5 :18 – 21) .  An  in di -

v idua l ’ s  eterna l  dest iny  i s  too  nar row a  scope  for  s a l vat ion .  God a ims  for  g loba l  re con ci l ia t ion .  

•  The church is  the  mos t  d iv erse  co l lect ion  o f  people  i n  the  wor ld  an d,  when  we y ie ld  our  l i ves  to  the  

Spi r i t  an d the  wi l l  o f  God,  the  body  o f  Chr is t  can  be  a  tes t im ony  o f  God’s  w i l l  for  humani ty .  

•  The le gacy  an d w itness  of  the  church is  not  as  a  s ource  an d bas t ion  of  d iv is ion  and  hatre d .  These  are  

con trary  to  the  gos pe l .  God ca l l s  us  to  repent  and  st r ive  fo r  h is  v is ion  of  re de mpt ion  (He b 12:14) .  

Point 2—He Dismisses Our Claims to Social Status 

•  Paul  l i s te d  h is  soc ie ty ’ s  tokens  of  s ta tus —ethn o-re l i g ious ,  soc io -e con omic ,  an d gen der .  Our  wor ld  uses  

sk in  co lor ,  age ,  po l i t i ca l  party ,  sexual  or i entat ion ,  c lothin g sty le ,  or  s ports  team in  s im i la r  ways .  

•  Each of  us  has  a  d i f feren t  co l le ct ion  o f  these  tokens .  We we re  born  w ith s ome,  and we acqui red  o thers .  

We now hold that  co l l ect ion ,  and  pe ople  labe l  us  an d assess  our  wor th by  i t .   

•  Before  he  kne w Chr is t ,  Paul  organ ize d h is  wor ld  by  these  l abe ls  an d d i v is ions .  Afte rward ,  he  wrote ,  

“Yet  whateve r  ga ins  I  had ,  these  I  hav e  come  to  re gard as  l oss  be cause  o f  Chr i s t”  (Phi l  3 :7) .  He  was  a  

l ighten in g rod  o f  perse cut ion ,  fo r  h is  gos pe l  ann ul le d l ong -he ld  pre jud ices .  
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Sermon Outline 

Title: How God Forms a Christian Community 

Scripture: Galatians 3:23-4:7 

Point 2 Continued—He Dismisses Our Claims to Social Status 

•  Accordin g to  Paul ’ s  gospe l ,  those  “who once  were  fa r  of f  have  been  brought  near  by  the  b lood  o f  

Chr ist .  For  he  i s  our  pe ace ;…  an d has  broken  down the  d i v id in g wal l ,  that  i s ,  the  host i l i ty  between  

us”  (Eph  2 :11 –14) .  Chr is t  offere d h is  own  body  to  be  broken ,  so  that  hum ani ty  could be  hea le d .  

•  Paul  once  used  labe ls  to  persecute  people .  In  h is  m ind,  they  weren ’ t  wor thy  to  l i ve .  He  was  l ate r  cap-

tured  in  Je rus a lem  an d wrongly  accuse d of  po l l ut ing  the  san ctuary .  The  e lders  sa id ,  “R id  the  e arth  of  

h im !  He ’s  not  f i t  to  l i ve ! ”  (Acts  22:22) .  H is  own words  came back  to  s t in g h im  (Acts  22:3 –5) .  

•  Labe ls  de grade  our  fu l l  humanity —the  imago  de i .  The  wor ld  re duces  us  to  our  labe ls  and  expe cts  us  to  

l i ve  in to  a  rea l i ty  determined by  those  n arrow labe l s .  Va lu in g pe op le  base d on  labe ls  that  con fer  or  de -

ny  soc ia l  s ta tus  contradi cts  both the  law of  M oses  (Torah)  and  the  gospe l  o f  J esus  Chr is t .  

Point 3—He Transforms Our Hearts 

AN CHOR  V ERS E—“AN D  BE CAUS E  YO U  A RE  CH ILDR EN ,  GO D  HAS  S EN T  T HE  SP IR I T  OF  HIS  SO N  IN T O  OUR  

HEAR T S ,  CRY IN G ,  ‘AB B A !  F AT HER ! ’ ”  (G AL  4 :6 ,  NIV) .  

•  God works  on  a  g loba l  an d  soc ia l  leve l  through  pe ople  whose  l ives  he  d i re ct ly  touches .  Sa lvat ion  an d 

sanct i f i cat ion  are  not  formula i c  o r  t rans act ion a l .  God h imse l f  g ives  us  d i re ct  assurance .  The  Sp ir i t  

g ives  us  n ew bi rth (T i tus  3 :3 –7)  an d transforms us  into  h is  im age  (Galat ians  4 :19) .  Re born  in to  God’s  

fami ly ,  through the  Spir i t ,  we  cry  out  “Father ! ”  

•  Some th ing  dram at ic  happe ned to  Paul  on  the  Road to  Dam ascus .  Was  is  that  he  los t  h is  s i ght  or  that  

he d is covere d that  he  had been  b l ind? He had refuse d to  acce pt  God’s  w i l l —strange rs  we re  k in .  

•  Recogniz in g God as  Father ,  we  embrace  a  cen tra l  impl i cat ion  o f  redemption —that  a l l  of  h is  chi l dren  are  

our  s ib l in gs  and  equals .  To d isown  or  degrade  one  o f  h is  chi l dren  is  to  d imin is h h im  as  F athe r .   

•  The Army ’s  e ighth the olog ica l  propos i t ion  refe rs  to  “the  witn ess  in  h imse l f , ”  a f f i rmin g that  our  sense  

of  be long ing  comes  through the  Spi r i t .  We  don ’ t  log i ca l ly  a rr i ve  at  th is  knowle dge .  The  Sp ir i t  g ives  i t  

to  us  d i rect ly  a lon g wi th  rebi r th and  our  iden t i ty  as  brothers  an d s is ters  in  the  Chr is t ian  fami ly .  

Conclusion 

•  God forms  a  Chr is t ian  com muni ty  a t  three  leve ls  o f  redem pt ion —global ,  soc i a l ,  and  in div idua l .  Paul  

conveys  an  e xpans i ve  v is ion ,  but  le t  us  focus  on  im pl ica t ions  for  ourse lves .  

•  We can  con t in ue  Rev .  Dr .  Mart in  Luther  Kin g ,  J r . ’ s  v is ion  of  pe op le  not  be in g “ judged  by  the  co lor  o f  

the i r  sk in , ”  (o r  any  o ther  token  o f  s tatus)  “but  by  the  conten t  o f  the i r  character . ”  

•  I f  we  judge  people  as  worthy  o r  unworthy  of  res pe ct  and esteem  base d on  the  wor ld ’ s  labe ls ,  we  m ust  

recogn ize  our  nee d for  re pentan ce  and  t ransform at ion .  The  good ne ws  is  that  God is  s t i l l  r econc i l in g 

the  wor ld  to  h imse l f  (2 Cor  5 :18 –21) .  
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JOIN US FOR THE FIRST-TIME EVER SCREENING OF A NEW VIDEO 

ABOUT SALVATIONISTS OF AFRICAN DESCENT PRESENTED BY THE 

SALVATION ARMY--USA EASTERN TERRITORY'S MISSION AND 

CULTURE DEPARTMENT. GROUP DISCUSSION WILL FOLLOW.  

 


